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This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.1 14 of the above-identified applicefgpn 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed^rior to June 
8, 


1. | Submission required under 37 CFR §1.114 
a. □ Previously submitted 


i. 


in. 


□ Consider the amendment(s)/reply under 37 CFR §1.116 previously filed on 

(Any unentered amendment(s) referred to above will be entered). 

□ Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 
^ □ Other 

"Enclosed 

El Amendment/Reply Hi. □ Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 

□ Affidavit(s)/Declaration(s) iv. (X) Other Petition for Extension of Time 


Miscellaneous 


□ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR §1.1 03(c) for 

a period of months (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR§1 . 1 7(i) required) 

□ Other 


b. 

3. | Bees I The RCE fee under 37 CFR §1. 17(e) is required by 37 CFR §1 .1 14 when the RCE is filed. 

a/El The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, to 

02-0385 _ 
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ii. IS) Extension of time fee (37 cfr §§1.136 and 1.17) 
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PATENT 


UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICES 


In re application of: 
Henning Zschau 
Application No. : 09/83 1 ,223 
Filed: July 19, 2001 

Title: RELAY WITH COUPLING ELEMENT 


Group No. 2832 


Examiner: Donovan, Lincoln D.<£> 


AMENDMENT 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 


This Amendment is responsive to the Final Office Action dated July 25, 2002, with a 
period for response set to expire on October 25, 2002, which has been extended to expire on 
November 25, 2002 by the enclosed Petition For Extension Of Time. This Amendment is 
being filed contemporaneously with a Request for Continued Examination and 
reconsideration of the application identified above is requested. Please amend the present 
application as set forth below. 


IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 21-27, 29 and 31-35 and add new claims 39-43 as set forth 


below: 



21. (Amended) R6lay with coupling element, comprising: at least one spring bracket, 
£ drive disposed on the spring bracket and which acts over an actuator on at least one active 
contact spring which cooperates with at least one passive contact spring anchored in the 
spring bracket, at least one of the active and passive contact springs being electrically 
contactable tteougj^pfconnection contact; characterized in that the relay is mechanically 
-couplable With atweast one further relay of the same kind wherein each of the relays have a 
simila- confi^uyation, a coppling element constructed as a separate component-engagable 
with coupling/ddvdces disposed on the spring brackets of the respective relays^ electric 
connection^bntacts oftlie contact springs of the respective relays being disposed proximate 
the respective coupling devices, and further characterized in that the coupled relays lie in 
mirror-image symmetry relative to the coupling element. 


